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THE PROBLEM OF VIETNAMESE SUPPORT FOR THE WAR

I. Viet Minh has psychological hold on majority Vietnamese
villagers, both in own territory and in that held by
French.

A. This vital to Viet Minh in terms manpower,
troop movements, security, supply and intel-
ligence. For instaloe, Viet Minh consistently

knows in advance of French offensive moves, and

takes steps to minimize their effect.

B. Picture clearly shoyn by situation Tonkin delta
where normally 150,500 French troops.
1. First 9 month‘ 1953 number enemy-held
villages inchased 9% for total of
2,245; French}held only 1,361.

II. Reasons for Viet Minh success.

A. During Jap occupatﬁnn in World War II and immediately
\

after, Ho built a ﬁational administration down to

village level. |

B. This native author#ty has much more appeal than

French-sponsored rﬂle of Bao Dai and company;
hatred of French r&ns deep.
C. In addition skillf$1 use standard propaganda

media, Communists Pave crafty word-of-mouth campaign;

French have failed‘miserably in psycho war field.

D. Bad behavior FrencL troops toward villagers and

L

risal on‘whole villages contrasts gener—
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NOncooperatioh of ihtellectual group.

A, Many intellectuals, called "fence sittersﬁ refuse
to serve Bao Dai or even commit themselves openly
to support his regime; many others with the best
brains are on Viét Minh side.

B. Reasons for noncooperation are:

1. Hedging against eventual Viet Minh control --

French foster this by talk of negotiations.

2. Pique over non-appointment to highest jobs.
3. BSincere opinipn Bao Dai is a French puppet.
C. Only answer this problem is to stage a political
revolution in Vie#nam to undermine attraction
of Ho's revolutio#.
1. Bao Dai's app%intees been mostly Viets of
Fr. citizensh?p or have no grass roots support.
2., Viet governmé%t must be purged of all taint
of French infiuence.
3. By elections ér appointments, group with
village—level%support must be brought.into gov't.
4. New regime mu%t have all-out propaganda

to reach and ¢onvince Viets at all levels.

Creation of effective ﬁietnamese army depends on

political progr#éss.

| | .
A. General Navarre dqpending on big, efficient viet
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army to destroy Viet Minh. TEERTTN T A
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But although this| army rapidly growing in size

(now 1 §2,000 ), most observers say it won't fight.

1.

2.

Army has no political base for good morale.
Little or no Effort made in morale training,
anyway.

Poor morale shown by large number those ”mlssing”

in battle; beiieved most of these are deserters.

Another big probl?m is training of officers.

1.

French don't %rust,Viets as leaders and
therefore don't push training.

Result is graie lack of Viet field grade

and staff officers; French supply these but

this reseﬁtedby Viet junior officers and troops.
U.s. officia1$ repeatedly offered suggestions

to improve ofjicer training.but French refuse
listen; Frencﬁ say U.S. methods not suited

to Viets. §

Training of Vﬂet officers must be given

priority if wir to be won,.
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